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EDITORIAL 


The Year Ahead 
“Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath 
will he give for his life.’ Job 2:4. 


These are the words of Satan. From his 
standpoint man will do anything to save his 
skin and, from the standpoint of the unregen- 
erate world, it is also true. In a very literal sense 
Americans now have the Devil to pay. 


On Dec. 20th the Washington Post printed 
part of the top-secret Gaither Report. This 
report shows our nation to be in the gravest 
danger in its history, moving with frightening 
rapidity into the status of a second-class power. 


It shows our abysmal lack of preparation and 
the established fact that Russia already has out- 
stripped us in almost every department of mili- 
tary power, so much so that, humanly speaking, 
we are in dire jeopardy unless we put forth 
Herculean efforts — involving the expenditure 
of billions upon billions — in an all-out program 
of military development and preparedness. 


The weakness of the report is that it centers 
our hope for survival in military might, whereas 
Christians know that the ultimate power and 
protection of men and nations rests in the hands 
of Almighty God. 


This does not mean that we must not avail 
ourselves of every material means to prepare 
against probable attack. But it does mean that 
America’s rearmament must also be moral and 
spiritual if it is to succeed. It is in this realm 
that the Church must work and such work will 
be done, not by an organization, as such, but 
by individuals completely surrendered to and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. This does not 
preclude a united effort, nor does it in any way 
minimize the influence of the Church as such. 
But it does mean that an impact for righteous- 
ness is desperately needed today and that impact 
is going to be made by dedicated Christians, 
using everything at their command and making 
as their first aim in life to know Christ and to 
make Him known. 
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Why does America find herself in such a dan- 
gerous plight? We have national resources, 
technical know-how, and the freedoms which 
give men the opportunity to develop and ex- 
pand. We hate war and love peace. We have 
no desire to acquire the territory or property 
of other peoples. We have spent billions in the 
rehabilitation and strengthening of other na- 
tions, some of them friendly, others merely in- 
terested in that which we would lavish on them. 


Why then the dilemna? We believe there are 
several basic reasons, and to some, they may 
seem unrelated. 


First of all, we have assumed a blind optimism 
which has at no time been justified. We ac- 
corded diplomatic recognition to a nation which 
has officially denied God and which has stated 
for all the world to know that its ultimate plan 
is world domination. At no time and in no 
way has Russia ever given one reason to justify 
trust in her word or hope for a change in her 
attitudes and goals. In every country subver- 
sion, infiltration and sabotage are carried on. 
Despite all of this we have tried to do business 
with her leaders, giving them prestige they do 
not deserve and time for world conquest which 
has been utilized to the fullest. 


In the second place we have pursued a selfish 
policy. During and immediately after World 
War II Russia overran all of Central Europe. 
Free peoples living in Latvia, Esthonia, Lithu- 
ania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, etc., etc., 
found themselves enslaved by Russia. And we 
did nothing. Only as our immediate interests 
have become acutely involved have we reacted 
as we should. When Hungary was raped we 
protested — nothing more. Self-interest seems 
to be our primary motivation in NATO. We 
did take a stand in Greece. In Korea we fought 
back but we fought a war we never intended 
to win and our enemies knew it. 


In the third place we have become alarmingl) 
soit, pleasure loving and sex obsessed. The 
average American wants peace and quiet so that 
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he can go on his own sweet way, calling upon 
the name of God but serving other gods. 


\ fourth reason we face a dilemma is personal 
selfishness. Our government is deeply in debt 
and this indebtedness will continue and grow. 
But on every hand there are pressure groups 
camoring for yet further grants for their own 
particular interests. The veterans groups have 
exercised political pressures to the place where 
expenditures for veterans’ benefits of one kind 
and another not only jeopardized our immediate 
future but also the future of our children. A 
saving mounting into the billions could be 
effected by our government right now if non 
vrvice-connected disabilities were ruled out. 
But the foot is in the door and men more con- 
cerned for immediate gain than for national 

solvency scream to high heaven if there is any 
| suggestion that veterans’ benefits be revised 
and limited to those areas where an appreciative 
and responsible government is obligated to help. 
We cite this particular pressure group because 
it is typical of many now operating to the detri- 
ment of our national economy. 


















The future of America depends in part on the 
willingness to work, and to work hard. But 
today there is an increasing demand for less 
work, for more leisure, for the same pay (or 
more) for less production. Feather-bedding is 
sull countenanced and many business men find 
themselves at the mercy of organizations using 






























and of an outward profession without a corre- 
sponding devotion in living for Christ. 





In this realm lies our greatest weakness, and 
also our greatest danger. Within the Church 
almost every verity of the Christian faith is 
held up to question by some who continue in 
their places of influence and leadership. There 
is a neo-unitarianism abroad which is shock- 
ing. Only too often, under the guise of “new 
discoveries,” the Person and work of Christ are 
down graded. In influential theological circles 
the authority and integrity of the Scriptures are 
rejected in favor of other concepts which ap- 
peal to the minds of some but nonetheless cut 
the nerve of spiritual power. Conversely there 
is also abroad a dead orthodoxy which is legal- . 
istic, loveless and also impotent. | 


The sins of soon-to-be-destroyed Israel and 
Judah are abroad in America today. Greed, op- 
pression, idolatry, lust, the profaning of the 
Sabbath — all are here for us to see if we will 
but do so. 


What is the answer? 


Our hope rests in the Lord God of Hosts 
and we will find that hope when we turn to 
Him in repentance and with minds and wills 
surrendered to Him and His Christ. We need 
un outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit which will 
cause us to heed the words of the Lord as He 
spoke to Solomon: 
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in the content and proclamation of the mes- 
sage itself. While the biblical affirmations are 
so clear that a wayfarer though a fool might 
read, nevertheless entirely too many American 
pulpits resound with the thoughts and words 
of men — and they neither reach hearts nor 
do they change lives. 


A Christian faith which is strong, a faith 
firmly based in the Scriptures and implemented 
by commensurate living, develops a_ spiritual 
iron in the system which makes strong men 
and strong nations. We must pray, we must 
believe, we must work. Any individual who 
thinks we can continue indefinitely on our 
present course of case and pleasure is shutting 
his eyes to the realities of the hour. Years ago 
the incomparable Winston Churchill told the 
people of England he had nothing to offer them 
but blood, sweat and tears. As distasteful as 
this may be to us today the salvation of America 
in one way rests squarely on a similar iron 
determination. 


But for the Christian there is peace and hope 
in the midst of uncertainty. Having such con- 
fidence it is the duty of the Church and of 
individual Christians to sound the warning of 
God’s judgment on sin and of His redeeming 
and transforming work in Christ. He changes 
men and through them nations. His ancient 
power is always the same. The future is just 
as bright as the promises of God to a people 
who repent and turn to Him. 


The coming year can well be a turning point 
in history. Shall we translate our concern into 
action? As Christians and as citizens this is no 
time for half-way measures. Are the words 
“patriotism,” “sacrifice,” and “work” obsolete 
in our times? 


“Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength (the 
rock of ages). Isaiah 26:4 


—L.N.B. 





Thank You! 


At this Christmas Season it is first of all, 
Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift 
— our Lord Jesus Christ. And thanks be to 
Him for the gospel which centers in Christ. And 
thanks be to Him for every effort to stand for 
and propagate this Gospel. Among these efforts, 
we thank Him for raising up and carrying on- 
ward the work of the SOUTHERN PRESBY- 
TERIAN JOURNAL, despite the shortcomings 
and mistakes of those of us who contribute to 
its pages. 


After our thanks to God, we wish to thank 
those who work so faithfully to produce this 
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Journal. We shall not name names lest we 
forget some faithful helper. 

THANK YOU! Each one who labors for thi 
periodical in Weaverville, and in Asheville 
and at Montreat. 

THANK YOU! Every generous friend who 
has given to support the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal, and who has sent complimentary copies 


to his friends, the officers of his Church, of 
her auxiliary, of the Sunday School. 


THANK YOU! Every subscriber who has 
taken the Southern Presbyterian Journal and, 
despite the rush of many papers, has read this 
weekly through. 

THANK YOU! For every subscriber who 
this year will get one added subscription either 
by giving one to a friend, or enlisting his interest. 

THANK YOU: ONE AND ALL. 

For the Contributing Editors. 


—W.C.R. 





Dead Orthodoxy 


Sometimes a minister or a congregation is 
criticized as a victim of dead orthodoxy. Their 
doctrine, it is said, is completely satisfactory, 
they believe the whole Bible, but they have 
no spiritual life. Then the critic intimates that 
belief is not enough, perhaps it is not too im- 
portant, for people with less belief enjoy a 
greater blessing from the Lord; and that there. 
fore something different is needed. 


The mental quirks of men are numerous and 
sometimes amazing. The deceptions of sin are 
also unpredictable. Hypocrisy takes on subtle 
faces. And yet the diagnosis of dead orthodox) 
may be wrong. If indeed there is danger of 
such a disease, it would seem that the danger 
is overestimated. 


Eighteenth century England was noted for 
its gross immorality and its great religious awak- 
ening. Hogarth’s pictures well show the de. 
pravity of that age. Historical investigation 
of the state of the Church itself bears out the 
indictment. Most fortunately there appeared 
at this time, not only great evangelists like 
Whitefield and Wesley, but also a number of 
lesser men, regular ministers who in the power 
of God’s Spirit called multitudes to salvation. 


If today the minister and the elders and 2 
few of the congregation should read the biogta- 
phies of these saints, what church could hardly 
fail to be stimulated to new heights of Christian 
endeavor? From many points of view a know: 
edge of the work of these men would prove 
profitable. 
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Rut there is one point that has especial inter- 
est with respect to the idea of dead orthodoxy. 
William Grimshaw, Daniel Rowlands, Samuel 
Walker, and James Hervey were great men 
of God, and in their churches the conversions 
were numerous. Grimshaw preached to thou- 
sands; Hervey in a short time had eight hun- 
dred inquirers. 


Yet each of these men entered the ministry 
with unworthy motives and without a knowl- 
edge of the gospel. In each case they were 
fine, respectable young men. They had escaped 
the profligacy of the times. And when they 
were ordained and placed as curates, they gave 
some serious attention to their parishioners. 
Other ministers would spend their time gam- 
bing, hunting, and having a good time. These 
men attended to their professional duties, even 
catechizing the children. 


If any persons could be accused of dead 
orthodoxy, these would be the men. Outwardly 
they commanded respect and esteem. They 
preached moral lessons from the Bible, and 
earnestly desired the improvement of their peo- 
ple. Yet, it seems to me that dead orthodoxy 
is the wrong diagnosis. 


Of Grimshaw, J. C. Ryle says, “He seems 
to have taken on him this solemn office with- 
out any spiritual feeling, and in utter ignor- 
ance of the duties of a minister of Christ’s 
gospel. Like too many young clergymen, he 
appears to have been ordained without know- 
ing anything aright either about his own soul, 
or about the way to do good to the souls of 
others.” 


Hervey’s Biographer, John Brown of Whit- 
burn, says of him, “It is evident that he was 
seeking salvation; but he sought it, as it were, 
by the works of the law. . From this un- 
avoidably followed a disesteem of imputed 
righteousness, a conceit of personal qualifica- 
lions, a spirit of legal bondage, and a tincture 
of Pharisaical pride. He conceived faith to be 
no more than a mere believing of = if 
he did well, and of threatenings if he did ill . 


Eventually all of these men came to a knowl- 
edge of evangelical religion, though some need- 
ed more time and went through greater mental 
struggles than others. They all became great 
men of God and their ministries were sigularly 
blessed. 


It does not seem correct, however, to describe 
their earlier ministerial life as one of dead 
orthodoxy. They were not orthodox at all. 
Some of them did not even know what the 
(doctrines of grace were; others knew the doc- 
trine as given in the creeds, but did not believe 
them. They did not start out with orthodox 
doctrine and then discover that something was 
missing; on the contrary, their spiritual mini- 
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Strations began as they came to an orthodox 
faith. 


In this twentieth century there are great 
temptations to minimize the importance of or- 
thodox doctrine. But faith, true faith, comes 
by hearing the word of God; it is a gift of God 
that God bestows by means of the word. And 
the faith is an evidence of a newly implanted 
life. Is it possible to have a dead orthodoxy? 
Or rather, is not that which is called dead 
orthodoxy, no orthodoxy at all? 


—G.H.C. 





The Courage of Conviction 


On Monday afternoon, November 24th, 
President Eisenhower suffered a slight stroke. 
Since that time he has given three demonstra- 
tions of spiritual and moral courage for which 
all Christians should rejoice. 


On Thanksgiving day, three days after he 
was taken ill, he got up from his bed and at- 
tended the Thanksgiving service in his own 
church. 


Two days prior to leaving for the NATO 
meetings Mr. Ejisenhower’s office announced 
that the Sunday morning after his arrival in 
Paris the President would attend church. And 
he kept this part of his schedule. 


The following Thursday, at the conclusion 
of the NATO meeting he made a public re- 
quest that all at the meeting stand in silent 
prayer, asking for divine guidance and blessing. 
This action was unprecedented in international 
political meetings and we believe that it accom- 
plished more than everything else in that con- 
ference. It may have been a feeble gesture but 
we believe it was one God honored and will 
honor. 


As never before Christians should pray for 
the President and those who surround him. 
He has given a demonstration of spiritual and 
moral courage for which we thank God. 

—L.N.B. 
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Love... Faith... Love 
In Paul 


Careful students of the Apostle are finding 
that Paul used the noun love to describe God’s 
attitude toward us, but that he does not seem 
to have used this noun for our attitude toward 
God. At times he uses the verb, as when he 
says that all things work together for good to 
those who love God. But when it is the noun 
the reference is to God’s great affection for 
His people. The love of God in Rom. 5.5 is a 
subjective genitive, that is God’s love for us. 
The context makes this clear by adding, ‘For 
God commends His own love toward us in 
that while we were yet sinners Christ died 
for us.” The Holy Spirit then shed abroad 
in our hearts God’s great love for us. Likewise 
in Eph. 3.16-18 the Holy Spirit strengthens us 
that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith and 
that we may comprehend His immeasureable 
love for all His people. And in 2 Cor. 5.14 
that which constrains us is Christ’s love for us 
in that He died for all. Indeed, at the depth 
of His own Christian experience the Apostle 
individualizes this love of Christ for himself: 

“T live by the faith which is in the Son of 

God Who loved me and delivered up Himself 

for me.” 

In this passage, as in Eph. 3.17, Paul gives 
us the appropriate noun to describe our re- 
sponse to God’s love, namely, faith. We boast 
of His love for us, not of ours for him. Our 
primary response to His great love for us is 
to trust Him, to entrust ourselves to Him, to 
cast ourselves into His gracious arms. And the 
noun for this is faith. 


When Paul does use the noun love of our 
attitude it refers to our love for the brethren, 
I Cor. 13. 


—W.C.R. 
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a minister, and being a Home Mission church, that 


meet the approval of the committee. I felt that 
we were being restricted somewhat in our choice, 
but under the circumstances did not protest too 
strongly. 


gregation was requested not to contact any min- 
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Hogansville, Ga. 






December 20, 1957 








Dr. Henry B. Dendy, Editor 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, 
Weaverville, North Carolina 

Dear Dr. Dendy. 

I appreciate so much the editorial entitled 
“Tulechan Bishops,” in the December 11, 1957, 
issue; however, the proposed plan in the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America is not too 


vastly different from that used in the Atlanta 
Presbytery. 



























































Some years ago I was on the committee to cal] 








is partially supported by the Presbytery Home 
Mission Committee, we were advised very strongly 
in our choice of whom we should call so as to 



























Recently we were without a minister, and the 
congregation elected a committee to attempt to 
find one. The committee appointed by the con- 







ister without the prior approval of the Executive 
Secretary of the Committee on Church Extension 
for the Atlanta Presbytery. This limited the free- 
dom of contact since it was implied approval of 
the minister would be difficult if prior approval 
for the contact had not been received. 








Furthermore, a new method, at least to me, was 
introduced in that a prospective minister was in- 
terviewed, and if selected to preach a trial sermon 
he had to be told whether or not he was accept- 
able, or at least whether he would be given an 
invitation before we could consider another min- 
ister. This limited our choice of comparison. Fur- 
thermore, the Executive Secretary would furnish 
only one or two names at a time to contact, and 
after an interview or sermon this man had to be 
told within a short period whether he would receive 
a call. 



















I do not think this was the intent in the original 
form of the Book of Church Order — to take away 
from the congregation freedom of choice — but 
I realize the Presbytery must have control of 
the minister to the extent that no heresy is 
preached and they conform to the standard of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S. I do feel, however, 
that centralization has gone almost as far in the 
Atlanta Presbytery as is proposed in the Northern 
church. Perhaps someone in our Presbytery can 
combat this, but we do not have the art or skill 
in our small church to debate this question on 
the floor of the Presbytery. At any rate I appre- 
ciate this editorial, and perhaps it may help start 
a trend toward a more local choice. 










Sincerely, 





A. C. Link 
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Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 19 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fellowship of The Church 


Background Scripture: Acts 2:42-47; Romans 15:1-9; Ephesians 4:17-32; Philippians 1:3-11 


Devotional Reading: Galatians 5:13-26 


I think a good question to begin with would be this: Can two walk together except they be agreed? 
\ forced fellowship is no real fellowship. The policeman and the thief he arrested might walk to- 


gether, but it would not be real fellowship. 


In Galatians 5:19-23, Paul is describing two groups of people: those who walk after the flesh and 
those who walk after the Spirit: those who work the works of the flesh, and those who bear the fruits 


of the Spirit. There can be no real fellowship 
between these two groups. They are travel- 
ing in opposite directions: they are led 
by entirely different leaders: they love different 
things. For instance, we have a body of men 
and women called The United Nations Assem- 
bly. In this body there are two groups so 
diverse from each other that instead of fellow- 
ship there is open fighting. Envy, jealousy, 
hatred; all are seen. The fellowship we have 
in the church must be based upon a oneness 
in the Spirit. It is only where the church has 
a large degree of spiritual life that it can have 
true fellowship. ‘Times of Revival are always 
times of rich fellowship. This was true in the 
Old Testament Revival under Nehemiah and 
Evra: “And all the people went their way to 
eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to 
make great mirth, because they had understood 
the words that were declared unto them”. 
(Neh. 8:12) It was very natural that there 
should be a similar reaction at Pentecost when 
the church was revived and filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Whenever people are drawn closer to 
God, they are drawn closer to their fellowmen, 
and this is especially true in the Church. 


Il. An Example or Sample of Fellowship. 
Acts 2:42-47. 


This is a passage which has been studied often. 
It gives us a delightful picture of Christian 
Fellowship which came as an aftermath of Pen- 
tecost. The three thousand converted souls were 
very happy. They had “gladly received” the 
gospel and they were rejoicing in their newly 
found salvation. They continued steadfastly in 
the Apostles doctrine (teaching) and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayer. We 
often hear the carping critics say of new con- 
verts, Will they hold out? The experience has 
been that some do and some do not. One of 
the best ways of “holding out” is to “continue 
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steadfastly” in the four things mentioned here. 
One of these is “fellowship”. They sing in civic 
clubs “the more we get together’, and in a 
higher sense this is true in the church. We 
are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together as the manner of some is. A new con- 
vert is not apt to “backslide” if he is regular 
in doing these four things: if he continue stead- 
fastly in the teaching and fellowship, in Com- 
munion of Lord’s Supper, and in prayers. We 
are apt to tell those who join the church to 
read and study their Bible, to come regularly 
to church, to partake of the Sacrament and to 
pray. 


This idea of fellowship went very far. They 
that believed were together and had all things 
common. They sold their possessions and goods 
and parted them to all. They went from house 
to house “breaking bread” with gladness and 
singleness of heart. Some try to tell us that this 
was “Communism”. It was as different as day 
is different from night. It was a voluntary 
sharing which sprang from their new-born ex- 
perience of joy in the Lord. It was their way 
of showing their love for each other. It made 
people “take notice”, and many were added to 
their number. As we see in Chapter 5 this 
beautiful picture was spoiled by Ananias and 
Sapphira, and it is not long before the church 
finds another way of caring for the needy. 
(See Chapter 6) 


II. The Rule of Fellowship — Unselfishness: 
Romans 15:1-9. 


Fellowship means thinking about the “other 
fellow” and not about ourselves: We _ then 
that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves. We are 
to please our neighbor and build him up. Sup- 
pose this were the rule among nations; in the 
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affairs of any nation; in the home: in the 
church! This “One World” of ours would be 
a fellowship worth having. It will be that way 
when the rule of Christ becomes the rule of 
His followers and the whole earth is full of 
righteousness as the waters cover the sea. It 
ought to be the rule in the church here and 
now. Christ, our Great Example, did not please 
Himself. He emptied Himself and took upon 
Himself the form of a servant. Unselfishness 
was the rule of His life. He was always thinking 
of others: the “others” who were weak and sick 
and sinful and lost. He spent His time seeking 
the lost, healing the sick, teaching the ignorant, 
saving the sinners. He gathered His discinles 
about Him and taught them the rule of fellow- 
ship. They were self-centered and self-seeking. 
He taught them the way of humility and service 
and sacrifice: that true greatness meant just 
this. The Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and give His life a ransom 
for many. He bore our infirmities. He invited 
the heavy-laden and weary to come to Him. 


If we are to have real fellowship in the 
church, then we must not seek to please our- 
selves, but to please Him who has called us 
and to please those who need us. This rule 
strikes at the basis of our human nature. To 
follow it will mean a complete revolution. It 
will be a blessed experience! 


III. Fellowshib is for New Men: Enh. 4:17-32. 


“put off the old man... put en the new” 


Wicked people can never have true fellow- 
ship. Thieves and murderers bind themselves 
together in groups, but they never eniov fel- 
lowship. Thev only stav together for their own 
selfish interests. This is seen verv plainly in 
some of the TV programs. The trouble is that 
a lot of our voung people, IT am afraid, fail 
to see this obvious moral in these “gangster 
stories”. Sooner or later gangsters turn on each 
other: thev fight or devour one another. 


It takes regenerated. born again. men and 
women to have the fellowship of which we are 
thinking. Verse 28 would solve most of our 
economic problems: Let him that stole steal 
no more: but rather let him labor, working with 
his hands the things which is good, that he 
may have to give to him that needeth: Honesty; 
Industry; Generosity. Verse 29 would solve 
most of our social problems: Let no corrupt 
communication (speech) proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it mav minister grace unto the 
hearers. Gossip would have no place in this 
regenerated society. Verses %1-32 are a fitting 
climax to this great chapter. One verse is in 
contrast to the other. 


Some things to “put away” are all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, with all malice. These are some of the 
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terrible sins that destroy fellowship. Where 
these prevail, the social, political and economic 
atmosphere is one of confusion and strife. This 
is the trouble with our world and with our 
country. The nations of the world are com- 
posed of people who are blind and ignorant 
and hard-hearted, who have given themselves 
over unto lasciviousness, to work all unclean. 
ness with greediness. They are greedy for sin 
and indulge in every form of it. How can such 
people dwell together in any sort of fellowship? 
It is utterly impossible. I asked a veteran of 
World War I whether he thought there would 
be lasting peace in Europe and he answered 
quickly, No! those people hate each other too 
much. Lock at the situation in the countries 
in and areund Palestine. They look like hun. 
grv wolves ready to devour one another. 


Now, turn to verse 32: Some of the things 
we must “be” if there is real fellowship. This 
verse would be a good one to hang up in letters 
of fire in the United Nations Assembly: “And 
be ve kind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you”. Tt would be as startling 
to that Assembly as the Handwriting on the 
wall startled and dismayed Belshazzar. Fellow- 
ship is enly possible when this verse is put into 
practice. 

We do not expect men of the world — men 
with old sinful natures — to put this verse into 
practice. Is it always followed by those who 
claim to be Christian? Let all of us do some 
heart-searching as we face the words of the 
Holv Spirit. Do we grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God by the wav we act? 

IV. Fellowship in the Gospel: 
(or furtherance of) Phillipians 1:3-11. 

There is nothing that promotes and binds to- 
gether our fellowship like the thought of a com- 
mon aim and purpese. That purpose is to 
“further the Gospel”. The command of Christ 
is to go and preach the gospel to all men 
everywhere. Everything else is to be secondary 
to that. We are His witnesses. We are to work 
together for the furtherance of the gospel. Paul 
was so enthusiastic about this that he even 
rejoiced that “Christ was preached” even by 
those who hated him. He rejoiced that the 
Philippian Church was true and loyal both in 
the defense and confirmation of the Gospel. It 
is a great thing for the church to remember 
its business of preaching the gospel. 





. . . Whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world... 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 











Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 19 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Japan Today 


Scripture: Isaiah 9:1-4 and John 3:16-21 


Suggested Hymns: 


“All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 

“In Christ There Is No East Or West” 

“Hail To The Brightness Of Zion’s Glad 
Morning”’ 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 

(Supplemental material on Japan is plentiful, 
and you can add to the interest and helpful- 
ness of this program by making wise use of it. 
If you have available in your community persons 
who have been in Japan; such as missionaries, 
members of their families, or servicemen; be 
sure to ask them to share their knowledge with 
vou. Pictures and additional information about 
Japan can be found in magazines and encyclo- 
pedias. If you have access to a film library and 
projection equipment, you may be able to secure 
slides or filmstrips to picture Japan as it is 
today.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 


This is the first of two programs about Japan. 
Our reason for giving study to Japan at this 
time is that the 1958 mission emphasis for most 
Protestant churches is to be Japan. This is an 
especially appropriate emphasis since we are 
celebrating the one hundredth anniversary of 
the modern missionary movement in Japan. The 
work of our own church in Japan will be 
seventy-five years old in 1960. 


All of us know at least a few things about 
Japan, but it may be that our knowledge has 
grown rusty since we studied about this island 
country in geography classes. This first program 
will give us a sketch of Japan as it is today, 
and in the program for next week we shall be 
thinking specifically about the work of our mis- 
sionaries there and the development of the 
church. 


First Speaker: 

The four large islands and hundreds of small 
ones of the Japanese group lie about five hun- 
dred miles off the east coast of the Asian main- 
land. If they were placed in the Atlantic, off 
the eastern United States, they would stretch 
from Maine to Georgia, about a thousand miles. 
The total land area of the islands is almost 
exactly the equivalent of the state of Montana. 
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The irregular shape of the islands gives them a 
mile of shoreline for every eight and a half 
miles of area. Ninety millions of people live 
in Japan compared to slightly over one half 
million in Montana. Japan is a rugged, moun- 
tainous land with almost two thirds of its area 
being in forest. Only sixteen per cent of the 
land area is suitable for cultivation, making it 
necessary for Japanese farmers to make careful 
use of every available foot of soil. 


Second Speaker: 

The Japanese people belong to the Mongoloid 
stock and very much subject to the influence 
of long established custom. According to Jap- 
anese tradition, the first emperor came to the 
throne in 660 B.C. He was said to be a de- 
scendant of the Sun Goddess and _ therefore 
divine. Only one dynasty has ruled in Japan, 
according to existing records. The present Em- 
peror Hirohito is the 124th of the line. After 
World War IT he disclaimed deity. 


The people of Japan have been quick to bor- 
row from other cultures. Chinese art and writ- 
ing had a strong influence on Japan. In the 
middle of the seventeenth century a number 
of social and political reforms were put into 
effect which had been patterned after the 
Chinese system. For more than two hundred 
years previous to 1854 Japan had no contact 
with the West. In that year Japan was per- 
suaded to sign a trade treaty with the United 
States. From that time the Western influence 
in Japan had been increasingly noticeable in 
dress and custom, but especially in industrial 
development. 


Third Speaker: 

In spite of the thrift and efficiency of their 
farmers and fishermen, the islands cannot pos- 
sibly produce enough food to sustain their peo- 
ple. This problem is compounded by the birth 
of a million new babies every year. The only 
commodity of which Japan has an adequate 
supply is labor. The problem of overpopula- 
tion has been approached in two ways: indus- 
trialization and conquest. Japan is short on 
natural resources, so the industrial pattern is 
to buy raw materials, manufacture them with 
Japanese labor, and sell the finished product 
to other nations. The leading products have 
been silk and cotton textiles, pottery china, toys, 
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and electrical goods. In order to compete on 
the world market Japanese industry has required 
its laborers to work long hours at low wages. 
Since World War II, wages have increased sharp- 
lv, and much of the economic advantage of 
former years has been lost. 


The other way of dealing with the population 
problem was that of expansion by conquest. 
In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
Japan conquered and _ settled neighboring 
islands, but beginning in 1894 greater conquests 
were attempted and made. In wars with China 
and Russia, Formesa, Korea, and Manchuria 
were added to the Japanese Empire. When the 
Japanese launched war against the United States 
and her allies by attacking Pearl Harbor in 
1941 it was with the aim of annexing all of 
East Asia to the growing empire of Japan. 
Fourth Speaker: 

Japan is a country which has always been 
interested in religion. Their original religion 
was Shintoism, which involves veneration and 
worship of one’s ancestors. When the Chinese 
influence became strong, many adopted 
Buddhism, but without giving up their Shinto 
faith. Evidently they believed that two religions 
would be better than one. Buddhism continues 
to be the predominant religion of the Japanese. 
Shintoism has always been closely related to 
the spirit of Japanese nationalism, and when- 
ever there is a revival of nationalism (as there 
is today), there is a corresponding revival of 
Shintoism. 

After one hundred years of missionary effort 
Christianity counts about six hundred thousand 
Japanese followers. This is no small accomplish- 
ment, but the ratio is one to one hundred and 
fifty for all Christians and one to three hundred 
for Protestant Christians. If Christianity had 
permitted the Japanese to profess Christ and 
hold on to Shinto worship at the same time, 
as Buddhism did, it might have attracted larger 
numbers. This compromise could not be made, 
because the missionaries were bound to show 
that Christianity was not just another religion 
to be added on to the ones already practiced. 
The church has become strong in spirit and in- 
fluence through its unwillingness to compromise. 
Program Leader: 

It is not possible to know the Japan of today 
without knowing something about its history. 
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Japan is a mixture of the ancient and the 
modern, of old customs and modern develop- 
ments. It is perplexed by its smallness and 
poverty of resources over against its increasing 
masses of people. It seeks to maintain ties with 
international communism and the free world, 
to be friendly with both without offending 
either. In addition to this there is the strong 
movement to rebuild its national pride. Chris- 
tian people in Japan are approaching these 
problems in the right way. The influence of 
Christians is out of all proportion to their num- 
her. Christ is still the answer to men’s needs, 
and He is the answer to the needs of Japan 
today. 
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[rom 
the very beginning 


Life begins in the home. Until the child 
is two years old, the home is the whole 
of the young child’s world. Here all early 
learning and development take place. 
Parents need the guidance the church can 
provide. Messages to Parents of Children 
Under Two when used systematically 
together with home visitation can prove 
invaluable in helping parents. The interest 
the church thus expresses in the home 
binds it more closely to the church. Does 
the Christian Education ministry in your 


church begin with the very beginning? 


Our Presbyterian Literature provides education materials for a : 
complete program of Christian Education. 


Write for brochure describing the literature planned, written, edited, 
and produced by and for our Church—‘’Our Presbyterian Literature.” 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION @ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia ' 
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NEWS Aw. CHURCHE ! 
! 
TEXAS Mr. Nease is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Melville 


‘ ' 2 . , N. Nease of Savannah, Ga. He is a graduate of 
Austin — Fellowship winners at the Austin Pres- Austin College, Sherman, Texas. He won the Dan 


byterian Theological Seminary have been announced G. Lubbock Scholarship for his ministerial studies 
by President David L. Stitt and Dean James I. at the Austin Presbyterian Seminary and was 


McCord. elected to Who’s Who in American Colleges. Nease 


The Alumni Graduate Study Fellowship this has served as vice president of the seminary stu- 
year was awarded to Don Marvin Williams of dent body this year. 


Dallas, Texas. Mr. Mitchell is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Reed | 
Mitchell of Shreveport, La. He received his B.A. 
degree from Southwestern at Memphis where he 
was president of the student body. He was also 
a member of Who’s Who. He served as secretary 
of the Seminary student body last year. 


Mr. Bennett is the son of Karl E. Bennett of 
Rusk, Texas. He has served this year as the semi- 
nary student body president. He entered Austin 
Seminary after serving as an outstanding layman 
in his church in Palestine, Texas. He was in the 
abstract business in Palestine before beginning his 
study for the Presbyterian ministry. Bennett is 
married and the father of four children. 


Theron §S. Nease, of Savannah, Ga., won the 
Seminary Board of Trustees Fellowship. 


The W. P. Newell Memorial Fellowship went 
to Frances Hollingsworth Mitchell of Shreveport, 
La. 


Jack K. Bennett of Palestine, Texas, was the 
winner of the Janie Maxwell Morris Felowship. 


Selection for all awards is made on the basis 
of Christian character, scholarship, personality and 
ability. Nomination is made by the faculty to 
the Executive Committee of the Board. 





Mr. Williams is the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 








Williams of Dallas and a graduate of Southern 
Methodist University. He has twice before been 
honored as the winner of the Sam B. Hicks Scholar- 
ship for his outstanding scholastic achievement. He 
was president of his seminary class last year. 
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Austin — Jorge Lara-Braud, Jack K. Bennett 
and D. Marvin Williams have been announced by 
President David Stitt of the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary as this year’s winners of the 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam B. Hicks Scholarship. 
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This generous scholarship is awarded annually 
by Mr. and Mrs. Hicks of Shreveport, La., to a 
second and third year seminarian. Selection is 
made on the basis of academic achievement, Chris- 
tian character, and promise of effectiveness in 
the ministry. 


This year senior winners Bennett and Williams 
tied for the honor. Lara-Braud is the second year 
student choice. 


Bennett has served this year as the president 
of the seminary student body. He entered Austin 
Seminary after serving his church in Palestine, 
Texas, as a deacon, president and teacher of the 
men’s Bible Class, president of the men of the 
church of district 7 of Brazos Presbytery and as 
a lay preacher. Before beginning his study for the 
ministry, he was in the abstract business in Pales- 
tine. Bennett is married to the former Miss Fannie 
Mackey of Mexia, Texas, and they are the parents 
of four children. He has served as the assistant 
pastor of the Moore Memorial Presbyterian Church 
in Tyler, Texas, and as the student pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Lott, Texas. 


Williams established high scholarship records 
both in his high school and college work. He is 
a graduate of Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas, his home. Williams served as president of 
his seminary class last year. He has served as 
assistant pastor at the First Presbyterian Church 
in San Antonio and at the St. Paul Presbyterian 
Church in Houston. 


Jorge Lara-Braud is a native of Mexico City. 
He is a graduate of the Tex-Mex Institute (now 
the Pan-American School) in Kingsville, Texas, 
where he was president of the student body. He 
holds a B. A. degree from Austin College, Sher- 
man, and has done graduate study at Texas A. & I. 
College. He has taught at Colegio Columbia in 
Mexico City and at Mexico City College. Lara- 
Braud has has pastoral responsibilities at the East 
Side Presbyterian Church in Durant, Oklahoma, 
and is now organizing a Presbyterian Church in 
San Antonio. During the past summer he was 
field representative in Mexico, Cuba, San Salvador 
and Guatemala for the Pan-American School. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson — Henry C. Griffin of Davidson is 
the recipient of the first Chemstrand Scholarship 
at Davidson College, it is announced by the Scholar- 
ship Committee of the school. 


An announcement was made early in December 
that Davidson College is one of 30 United States 
colleges and universities awarded grants and schol- 
arships by the Chemstrand Corporation. The 
scholarships are for upperclass students, preferably 
seniors, in the field of chemistry, physics, chemical, 
mechanical, electrical and textile engineering, busi- 
ness administration, industrial management, and 
the liberal arts. The scholarships are awarded and 
administered by the individual college. 


Griffin, who is a senior, will receive a B.S. 
degree with special attainments in chemistry. This 
degree is in accordance with the approval of David- 
son College by the American Chemical Society for 
the professional training of chemists. He will also 
graduate with sufficient courses in physics for a 
major in that field. 





Davidson — Sixteen members of the senior class 
of Davidson College have been honored by selection 
for inclusion in “Who’s Who Among Students in 
American Universities and Colleges.” Each year 
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The first Gentile Christians were 
won through Jewish evangelism. For 
centuries that debt has lain unacknow!l- 
edged. Only in our day ts any read 
effort being made to repay it. 

Today the need and opportunity for 
witness to Jews are great. The Inter- 
national Board is cunfronted with de- 
mands for the Scriptures, more mis- 
sionaries, and with human need for 
material relief which are beyond its 
capacity to meet. Several missionaries 
are urgently needed in Mexico, South 
America and France. We have under- 
taken to aid 10 missionaries of the 
British Jews Society of 
Germany. Your prayers eae 


and fellowship are - 
needed. x 
Or 


. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Or. Robert G. Lee, Chairman, Advisory Boara 
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this publication recognizes seniors who have ex- 
hibited outstanding characteristics of leadership. 


Those accepted to represent Davidson are John 
Christian Bernhardt, Jr., of Lenoir; William L. 
Bondurant of Winston-Salem; David Spear Brad- 
ford of Charlotte; Lloyd W. Chapin, Jr., of At- 
lanta; C. Grier Davis, Jr., of Asheville; David J. 
Fagg of Guilford, N. C.; William B. Fraley of 
Gaffney, S. C.; Robert G. Jones of Norfolk, Va.; 
Philip A. Lewis of Durham; J. Gary Maynard, Jr., 
of Cheraw, S. C.; William L. Pomeroy, Jr., of Way- 
cross, Ga.; William F. Price of Fayetteville; Ross 
J. Smyth of Charlotte; Charles T. Stowe, Jr., of 
Belmont; John M. Trask, Jr., of Beaufort, S. C.; 
and Gerald L. Wilson of Winston-Salem. 





Charlotte — H. F. Kincey, president of Wilby- 
Kincey Theaters, and the Rev. James E. Fogartie, 
minister of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, 
were elected members of the Queens College Board 
of Trustees in December. 


Each will serve for the interim period until 
the next meeting of the Synod of North Carolina. 
Both Mr. Kinney and Mr. Fogartie have been 
nominated by the board to the North Carolina 
Synod for re-election at its 1958 meeting. 


Mr. Kincey, a native of Selma, Ala., has been 
associated with the motion picture industry in 
Charlotte since 1932. He is active in community 
and business affairs and has served as president 
of the Men of the Church and on the Board of 
Deacons of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church. 
For several years he has been a member of the 
Finance Committee of the college. 


Dr. James A. Jones, president of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., resigned his active mem- 
bership on the board and was elected an advisory 
trustee. 
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Charlotte — Students at Queens, Charlotte, have 
designated their 1957 annual Christmas offering 
for use in the field of Christian education in 
Brazil. The money will be used by Miss Willodene 
Smith, 1952 graduate of the college and missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., as she sees 
the need. 


The gift was presented as a memorial to the 
late Mrs. Everett Gourley, Jr. (Nancy Armistead, 
class of 1953), who went with her husband to 
the mission field in Brazil and died there in 1957. 





Orange Presbytery will meet in the Meadowside 
Presbyterian Church of Greensboro on January 
16th beginning at 9:30 A. M. according to an 
announcement made by the Stated Clerk - Rev. C. 
Linwood Cheshire, Jr. Mr. Paul G. Boone, an 
elder in the Bethel Church, is the retiring 
moderator. 














ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT. J. A. Thompson. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


OUT OF THE EARTH. E. M. Blaiklock. 
Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


EVANGELICAL RESPONSIBILITY AND CON.- 
TEMPORARY THEOLOGY. Car! F. H. Henry. 
Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


Archaelogy and the Old Testament is in the Path- 
way Book series, written by the lecturer in Old 
Testament studies at the Baptist Theological Col- 
lege, New South Wales, Australia. The general 
outline of this book follows the course of lectures 
delivered in theological colleges and Bible colleges 
in Australia and in the Semitic department of the 
University of Melbourne during the past decade. 
The author recognizes that in this field there are 
still disagreements among scholars but the con- 
clusions drawn here are his own and he assumes 
responsibility for them. He tells us that the evi- 
dence is steadily mounting that the Bible is the 
most valuable source of history we have. He 
brings to light archaeological findings concerning 
the time of Abraham, the Pharaohs and the kings 
of Israel and Judah. The story told here is simply 
fascinating as the author passes in quick review 
the story of God’s people from the days of Abra- 
ham until the time when Jerusalem fell to 
Nebuchadnezzar and the Jews went into exile to 
Babylon. 


Out of the Earth by Blaiklock is a witness of 
archaeology to the New Testament. The author 
is professor of classics in University College, Auck- 
land, New Zealand. He shows how the spade is 
digging up historic truth and points out the bear- 
ing of archaeology on the birth of Christ, the 
sayings of Christ and also the early church. 


The conclusion that Dr. Blaiklock reaches is 
that the world in many ways was not very different 
from the world of today, anxious, war-ridden, dis- 
illusioned. He asks, “Can Christianity do again 
what it did before?” This he answers in the 
affirmative. 
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Evangelical Responsibility and Contemporary 
Theology by Dr. Carl Henry presents 4 chapters 
giving a survey of the present theological scene. 
The author believes that “the most important fact 
to be fixed in sketching responsibility in theology 
is that of Christian fidelity.”” Necessarily and un- 
avoidably, this involves the delicate task of spiritual 
judgment. This volume is written as a clarifica- 
tion of perspectives pertaining to this subject. 


Chapter 1 discusses the modernist revision. In 
his evaluation, Dr. Henry says that the evangelical 
theology on the grounds of Scripture, logic, history 
and experience must repudiate modernism as a 
perversion of essential Christianity and that this 
conclusion is shared even by thinking former 
liberals. 


The Fundamentalist Reduction is the subject of 
Chapter 2. Here the author says, “If modernism 
stands discredited as a perversion of the Scriptural 
theology, certainly fundamentalism in this con- 
temporary expression stands discredited as a per- 
version of the Biblical spirit.”’ 


The Contemporary Restoration is the title of 

Chapter 3. The chapter maintains that “any cur- 
rent theology worthy to be called Christian vindi- 
cates the propriety and indispensibility of the 
deity, virgin birth, substitutionary death, bodily 
resurrection and second coming of Christ. 
It remains for evangelical theology, however, to 
reinforce the still inadequate positions to which 
Barth and Brunner have lifted much of the prevail- 
ing theeological outlook by setting forth the basis 
and content of sturdier Biblical claims. Evangel- 
ical theology’s best hope for a relevant and agres- 
sive impact in our turbulent times lies in a bold, 
Biblical emphasis on the relationship of revelation 
and reason.” 


The concluding chapter is on “Evangelical Re- 
sponsibility.”” This last chapter insists that the 
evangelical movement needs the sustained study 
of the New Testament doctrine of the church and 
a greater concern for the unity of regenerate be- 
lievers. 


Henry’s volume is of special relevance to our 
day. Many excellent suggestions are found for 
the clarification of theological thought in America. 

—J. 


R.R. 





MARRIAGE — DIVORCE — REMARRIAGE. 
Reformed Publications. 30 cents. 


_ The growing divorce problem has become an 
increasing burden on the heart of the church. 
The Synod of Chicago has had the problem under 


' study for several years. This booklet is the report 


of the committee appointed to explore this sub- 
ject. The conclusions, we are told, do not neces- 
sarily represent the total thinking or agreement 
of each individual member but represents a syn- 
thesis of a united thinking of the committee. It 
is a stimulating report on this controversial subject. 





PRISON IS MY PARISH — The Story of Park 
Tucker. George Burnham. Fleming H. Revell. 
$2.95. 


“By all the laws of man I should be dead. I 
live by the graciousness and mercy of God. Like 
Paul I pen an epistle to the people from my private 
prison here in Atlanta, Georgia. Years ago as an 
ignorant coal miner No. 602, I was being crushed 
to death in the aftermath of a mine explosion when 
God saved my life and my soul. Now, years later, 
I sit in the office of the Protestant chaplain in 
Atlanta Federal Penitentiary endeavoring to point 
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other men to their own Saviour, Christ the Lord.” 
This paragraph introduces us to the thrilling story 
of Park Tucker, whose work has become nationally 
known and recognized. 


George Burnham has done a superb job in de- 
scribing Chaplain Tucker’s work among some of 
the toughest criminals in the country at Atlanta 
Federal Penitentiary. This institution has more 
than 2500 inmates. Through Chaplain Tucker some 
of these men have been reclaimed for useful 
careers in society. Others still behind the bars 
have found salvation in Christ and peace in their 
souls. 


This story shows us how the grace of God 
enables one to rise above his handicap and become 
a channel of blessing to thousands. 


The last chapter is written by Margaret, Chaplain 
Tucker’s wife. Here she says, ““From the beginning, 
life with Park Tucker has been comparable to 
living in a 3-ring circus.” In closing this chapter 
she writes, ‘‘How can Park and I ever doubt God’s 
simple question in the Bible — ‘Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?’” 


We congratulate George Burnham on his fine 
portrayal of this colorful Christian personality. 
—J.R.R. 


IDEAS FOR SERMONS AND TALKS. Milbourn 
H. Miller. Warner Press. $2.00. 





This is a collection of sermon outlines covering 
a wide range of subjects and many types of ser- 
mons. It represents contributions from many suc- 
cessful preachers. 





DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR’ EVERY 
MONTH. Ruth C. Ikerman. Abingdon Press. $1.50. 


Thirty-six complete devotions are found in this 
volume to help the busy woman who wants to 
share in the devotional responsibility of her church, 
club or civic group, but who needs assistance with 
the necessary preparation. This volume will help 
the usefulness of the busy woman in her spiritual 
life. 








WHERE TO GO FOR HELP. Wayne E. Oates. 
Westminster Press. $2.00. 


This handbook for ready reference for guidance 
in the art of helping people is a direct book of 
pastoral aid written to the layman himself. The 
first part is devoted to “The Great Helping Pro- 
fessions and Their Literature” including the Chris- 
tian ministry and the medical and legal teaching 
and social work professions. Part 2, comprising 
about two-thirds of the book, discusses 13. basic 
problems such as pre-marital guidance, marriage 
conflicts, sexual difficulties, birth control, sterility, 
unwed parents, and the adoption of children. There 
is a discussion of the extent and nature of each of 
these problems and suggestions for helpful read- 
ing material and where to get it. The reader is 
instructed in how best to receive this help. 





SALUTE THY SOUL. Clarence E. Macartney. 
Abingdon Press. $2.00. 


The value that God places upon an immortal 
soul is the engaging theme of this collection of 
13 sermons by the late Clarence E. Macartney. 
In elaborating this theme, Dr. Macartney deals 
with the great concepts of the Christian faith such 
as the atonement, the misery of the sinner before 
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salvation, the power of the Redeemer, God’s judg- 
ment and mercy, and the revelation of God in 
Christ. This volume contains some of the finest 
sermons of Dr. Macartney’s illustrious career. Each 
message is dramatic, evangelical and rich in il- 
lustrative material that is imminently applicable to 
life today. 


The foreword of this volume is given by Dr. 
Oswald T. Allis, a life-long friend of Dr. Macart- 
ney’s. Dr. Allis tells us that during Dr. Macartney’s 
last illness just 2 days before he died he said 
to his brother Robertson who was leaving that 
Sunday to preach in a nearby church: “Put all the 
Bible you can into it.” Then Dr. Allis comments, 
“It was the counsel of one who has spent 50 years 
in the Gospel ministry, occupied 3 historic pul- 
pits, preached to thousands, written many books, 
read and traveled extensively, and played a promi- 
nent role in the life of the Christian church. =" S 
This was what he had tried to do and this was 
the secret of his success as an ambassador of 
Christ. He was a Biblical preacher, he was a 
doctrinal preacher, and he loved to set forth the 
great doctrines of the Bible as they were illustrated 
in human life: in the lives of the men and women 
of whom we read in Holy Writ and the great and 
significant events of history and the lives and 
struggles of men and women who listen to his pul- 
pit messages and who came to him for counsel 
and help. He knew and understood the human 
heart because he knew the Word of God.” 


These 13 sermons represent Dr. Macartney’s 
most mature preaching. They are stimulating and 
edifying to the reader. 

—J.R.R. 





THE CHRISTIAN AND THE MOVIES. Stephen 
W.Paine. Eerdman’s. $1.00. 


A vigorous critic of the Hollywood-type motion 
picture, Dr. Paine here presents in 10 chapters 
a strong case against the movies and challenges 
Christians who now attend movies to reconsider 
their stand. The author is president of Houghton 
College. The author concludes that there are char- 
acter dividends that come to the Christian who 
refuses to see contaminated movies. 





ABINGDON SONG KIT. Abingdon Press. 50c. 
James F. Leisy, editor. 

There are 185 songs in this book. They are 
divided into such topics as Greetings Songs, Camp 
Songs, Table Songs, Spirituals, Parting Songs and 
Favorite Songs for all occasions. 


ME AND MY HOUSE. Walter R. and Myrtle 
M. Williams. Wm. B. Eerdman’s. $3.00. 





In the finest Quaker tradition of simplicity and 
restraint, the authors have treated the several 
inter-related careers of the members of an 
extraordinary Quaker family. What they have 
written will be read — and by one reader will be 
recommended to another — not because a basic 
literary style has been employed to glamorize the 
subjects but rather because the subjects represent 
something so utterly fine in the Christian manage- 
ment of life. Dr. Paul S. Rees in his introduction 
tells us that this story is “where human genetics 
and divine grace meet and mingle.” 





SHARE MY PLEASANT STONES. Eugenia 
Price. Zondervan Publishing Co. $3.00. 


Here is a book of daily devotional readings by 
the author of “Never A Dull Moment” and “The 
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Burden Is Light.” In this new book, Miss Price 
shares with the reader the notes written along the 
margins of her own Bible. It is therefore an 
intensely personal book centered in a personal 
love of Christ. It is a practical book written to 
be used in daily life. There is a message here for 
every day of the year to be used as a part of the 
reader’s private devotional life. 





THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. Donald 
W. Richardson. John Knox Press. Paper, $1.50. 


The republication of this volume will be wel- 
comed by Southern Presbyterians. When it first 
appeared some years ago, it was received with 
interest in the church. It is a helpful interpretation 
of the last book of the Bible. The author has 
written this work in popular style so that the lay- 
man can follow his discussions. 





THE SPIRITUAL GROWTH OF CHILDREN. 
Dorothy B. Fritz. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This book is an attempt to share a conviction 
with parents and teachers who may not have ex- 
tensive professional knowledge of how develop- 
mental growth takes place or of formal theology 
or the relation between the two. The conviction 
is that as we face our great task of Christian 
nurture, God intends to help us through the under- 
standing of the processes by which human growth 
and learning take place. The process of growth 
and the ways in which children learn are to be 
understood and used in relation to certain basic 
Christian truths leading toward Christian commit- 
ment and toward bringing all of life into harmony 
with that commitment. The author shows how lis- 
tening, thinking, praying and living produce 
spiritual growth. 





NEW PROOF TEXT FOR THE HEIDELBERG 
CATECHISM. Jean A. Vis. Reformed Publica- 
tions. 85c. 


Zacharias Ursinus, professor in the University 
of Heidelberg, was directed by Frederic the Third 
to prepare a Catechism as his standard of doctrine 
for the Reformation. With co-labourers, Ursinus 
prepared the Heidelberg Catechism and it has 
served the church for about 400 years. Its contents 
have blessed millions in the past. It has a great 
appeal in every Protestant country. This special 
edition presents a more accurate translation from 
the original German. It modernizes obsolete ex- 
pressions and antiquated sentence constructions in 
both questions and answers. It gives a set of com- 
pletely revised proof texts so that each doctrine 
is well substantiated by Scripture. 





THE CHRISTIAN CONCEPT OF FREEDOM. 
Henry Stob. Grand Rapids International Publi- 
cations. $1.25. 


Dr. Stob’s book consists of 2 lectures on “The 
Liberty of Man” and “The Liberty of Conscience’”’. 
Both of these lectures are marked by scholarship 
and penetrating insight. The author holds that 
there is only 1 limitation upon the exercise of the 
Christian liberty—the law of love. 





THE THINGS WE KNOW. Oswald J. Smith. 
The People’s Press. $1.00. 


Can a man live forever? Should we judge others? 
Is victory possible? What if a Christian sins? 
Is education essential? How can we reach every 
creature? Can skeptics be convinced? How old 
is the Catholic Church? What do the false cults 
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teach? These are some of the questions that are 
answered in this little book and the answers are 
quite helpful. 





CHRISTIANS ARE CITIZENS. Malcolm P. Cal- 
houn. John Knox Press. $1.25. 


The purpose of this book is to set furth the 
role of the responsible Christian citizen ‘in an 
era of crises. It endeavors to show Christians |‘2* 
they should take a serious look at their respu: 
bilities and the commonwealth of which they a. 
a part. It has been designed for general readii. 
as well as for use in the special Church Extension 
season observed by local churches. 


There are 5 chapters in this volume and all are 
written by different writers. “The Foundations of 
Christian Citizenship” is discussed by Edward 
Leroy Long, Jr. “The Christian and His Govern- 
ment” is set forth by John D. Moseley. “A Chris- 
tian and His Community” is explained by Robert 
B. McNeill. “The Christian and Community Con- 
flicts” is the subject of the fourth lecture by John 
H. Marion. “Citizenship As Christian Vocation” is 
— of the fifth lecture by Francis Pickens 
Miller. 


In each of these chapters there are points ac- 
ceptable to all Christians. In each, there are also 
areas of disagreement. The book as a whole deals 
with controversial subjects. Frequently the writers 
fail to intimate that there exists another point 
of view other than their own that could consistently 
be called Christian. 


The 5 writers represent the liberal int of 
view on social and political thought. It would 
seem that in a book designed for usage throughout 
the entire Southern Presbyterian Church which 
is predominantly conservative, that at least one 
conservative writer should have been included in 
the symposium. This is another evidence of the 
fact that liberals are not always noted for their 
liberality toward conservatives. 

—J.R.R. 
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